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Letters to the Editor
Letters  must  include  a  signature,  address  and

daytime telephone number and be received by 5
p.m.  Friday  for  consideration  in  the  Wednesday
edition.  Telephone  numbers  will  not  be  pub-
lished.

Limit your letter to no more than 300 words.  All  letters must
be  veried  before  publication.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or
withhold letters.

Letters may be sent to:  Twinsburg Bulletin,  1050 W. Main St.,
Kent, OH 44240; or twinsburgbulletin@recordpub.com.

MY TURN If you could live in any era, when would it be and why?

“The American Revolu-
tion era would have
been fascinating to
live through, with the
historic events and witnessing the bril-
liance of the Founding Fathers rsthand.”

Jeremy Maxa,
social studies teacher

“The 1960s, for a couple
of reasons: I could see
the Cleveland Browns
be at the top of the
NFL and to see all of the great bands and
musicians of that time in their prime like
Bruce Springsteen, the Beatles and oth-
ers. I’ve always been a huge fan of live
music and that time would be great.”

Nick Mayer,
athletic & activities director

“The 1920s. I would
love to see Akron in its
peak of the rubber
manufacturing era. All
of the rubber shops, three shifts a day.
Akron was the center of the manufactur-
ing world!”

Joel Morgan,
high school principal

“Pre-European contact,
Woodland natives of
the Ohio region. I like
the idea of living with
and respecting the land rather than ex-
ploiting it.”

Beau Schluep,
social studies teacher

“The 1950s-60s to see
how life was for my
parents when they
were children.”

Jason Allenspach,
teacher

QUOTE OF
THE WEEK

— Kate Chopin,
American writer

Perhaps it is better to wake up after
all, even to suer, rather than to

remain a dupe to illusions all one’s life.”

Kids’ experiences in
school ‘immeasurable’

As I look back and reflect on
the years my kids spent in
Twinsburg Schools (class of
2015 and 2018), I appreciate
how well they were prepared
for college.

Both of my kids are in STEM
programs and are thriving.
While academic classes helped
to prepare them for college
courses, there were other areas
that have contributed to their
success. We are fortunate to
live in a district that values fine
arts programs. While other dis-
tricts have cut fine arts, Twins-
burg has a thriving program.
My kids were members of choir
beginning in fourth grade,

continuing through graduation.
Additionally, they were in

R.B. Chamberlin Singers and
Great Expectations show
choirs. The life skills they
learned while in show choir
were immeasurable.

They learned the value of
dedication and commitment
and that working cooperatively
with people of varying back-
grounds was essential to suc-
ceed. Whether they were tired,
sick or injured, they learned the
only option was to get up and
keep going. They were forced
out of their comfort zones while
learning to perform. They
learned how to carry them-
selves, dress professionally and
how to budget their time in or-
der to stay on top of classwork.

My son went from a shy kid
to the president and treasurer
of student groups, a leader of an
internship program and was the
first four-year officer in his col-
lege choir. My daughter, as a
freshman, coordinated with
AIPAC executives for their a
cappella group to sing the na-
tional anthem to open the meet-
ings in Washington D.C. Show
choir has helped both kids learn
that there are no shortcuts to
success.

They learned to endure, com-
mit and persevere. These are
skills that will carry them into
adulthood. I am thankful that
Twinsburg City Schools sup-
ports the arts and I will always
support the schools.

Heidi Pitlor, Twinsburg

Letters to the Editor

Family will continue to
support school district

When Parker entered kindergarten, I was ner-
vous. For his entire life, up until this point, his
dad and I had been carrying his bag into school,
hanging it in his cubby and then packing it up to
take home at the end of the day. I don’t know
why I was so concerned that he would forget his
bag. Or even worse, get lost.

How was my five-year-old going to maneuver
around such a large school when he’d never done
it before?

That was three and a half years ago. I have
been so fortunate to spend these last years
watching him grow as a person. With each year
he has become more confident, made new
friends, and learned so many new skills. In
kindergarten, he came out of his shell, nurtured
by his amazing teacher. In first grade, he devel-
oped a love for reading thanks to his amazing

teacher. In second and third grades, his love for
reading has not only continued but his compre-
hension and ability to write have grown by leaps
and bounds all because of the dedication and
compassion of his amazing teachers.

I’ve witnessed principals dancing on the roof
when the kids accomplished their read-a-thon
goals, or riding around on tricycles when the
kids accomplished another goal. I can’t say this
enough — they really do care.

Next year, we will watch our daughter walk
through the doors of Wilcox and begin her career
as a Twinsburg Tiger. I’m no longer nervous,
partly because she is fearless, but more impor-
tantly, because I know there is a building full of
smart, kind and capable staff dedicated to stu-
dents just like her. So it is without hesitation that
we continue to proudly support the Twinsburg
City Schools.

Jennifer Lunn,
Reminderville

Guest Column

Spring fever: Mardi Gras,Spring fever: Mardi Gras,
Carnival and PurimCarnival and Purim
BY RABBI MICHAEL ROSS
Temple Beth Shalom

See Page A9  |  Spring

Rabbi Michael RossRabbi Michael Ross

The snow and ice have mostly
receded and melted. The maple
sap is flowing. The frozen ground
is beginning to thaw. The air is
milder, slightly warmer.

While our baseball teams warm
up for the season in spring train-
ing, we begin to yearn for the joys
of spring. This is the season of
Mardi Gras and Carnival — of
wild parties, drunken excess and
joyous revelry. While Christians
mark their relationship to spring
fever, Jews do the same with the
holiday of Purim.

Purim, translated as “lots,” was
derived from the Hebrew Bible’s
book of Esther. After the destruc-
tion of the First Temple in 586
BCE, many Israelites were exiled
to Babylonia. The Persians de-
feated the Babylonians, and the
exiled Jews remained in Persia
for 70 years, before returning to
rebuild the Second Temple.

During this exile, the former Is-
raelites from Judea, were called
Judeans for the first time. The
term Judean was yehud in Per-
sian and for the first time these
Israelites begin calling themselves
“yehudim,” or Jews. Their dias-
pora story is highlighted in a few
Second Temple books, including
the Book of Esther. It is interest-
ing and important to note that in

the Christian Bible, the Book of
Esther is a terrible tragedy, while
in the Hebrew Bible it is a
comedic satire.

The stereotypical joke about
Jewish holidays applies here: they
came to kill us, we survived the
terrible threat — let’s eat!

Whether tragedy or satire, the
story also alerts us to the dangers
of antisemitism, which seems cur-
rent and relevant in the wake of
the Pittsburgh shootings last fall
at the Tree of Life Synagogue in
Squirrel Hill.

For hundreds of years, Jews
marked this spring festival with
outlandish, lascivious merrymak-
ing-costumes, wild drinking and
feasting. However, the American
take on Purim for the past 100
years has been to turn the holiday


